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About Publish or Perish 

Publish or Perish is a free software program that analyses citations found through Google Scholar and Microsoft 

Academic Search. You can use it for author citation impact analysis, journal citation impact analysis and general 

citation searching. It provides a wide-range of metrics including: 

 Total number of papers and total number of citations 

 Average citations per paper, citations per author, papers per author, and citations per year 

 Hirsch's h-index and related parameters 

 Egghe's g-index 

 The average annual increase in the individual h-index 

 The age-weighted citation rate 

 An analysis of the number of authors per paper. 
 

Download the software 

Version 5 is now available for Windows, Mac and Linux: https://www.harzing.com/resources/publish-or-perish  

Run a query 

1. Select ‘New…’ then choose a data source. 

 Note: Google Scholar Profile queries only work if the individual’s profiles are set to public  

 

 
 

2. Google Scholar Query 

 

These types of searches can be quite slow, so we recommend being as exact as possible in your search.  

You can use Boolean operators as well such as AND OR NOT and also run “exact phrase searches”.  

 

For example, to find all the name variants for a person you could do this: 
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3. Google Scholar Profile Query 

 
Use their full name then select ‘Lookup’. 
 

 
 

If there are multiple matches, you will be prompted to select one: 
 

 
 

4. Copy/Save results  

 

Each time you search, the query will show up at the top of the screen.  

 

 
 

Select the queries you want to keep, then choose the option you want such as Save or Copy. 

 

 
 

If you just want the publication metadata, we recommend ‘Save as CSV’.  

Otherwise select ‘Save Metrics as CSV’. 

 

 


